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INTRODUCTION

We feel great pleasure in presenting this fourth and the last volume
of Sayana’s commentary on the Rgveda to the world of scholars. We also
feel a sense of satisfaction at the completion of the enormous task under-
taken by the Vaidika Sam$odhana Mandala, although the fifth volume com-
prising various indices is yet to be prepared and published.

A General Review of the Work:—The Vaidika Sathéodhana Mandala was
founded in 1928 under the auspices of the Tilak Maharastra Vidyapith,
Poona, with the aim of reviving and encouraging the study of Vedic
literature. An edition of Sayana’s commentary on the Rgveda was not then
available in the market. Both the second edition of Max Miiller and the
Bombay edition were practically out of stock and it was considered that a
critical edition of Sdyana’s commentary on the Rgveda based on unused old
MSS. was the first thing to commence with, A scheme of the publication was
immediately prepared and brought into operation. The first volume compris-
ing Mandala I was published in 1933, the second containing Mandalas II to V
was sent out in 1936, the third giving Mandalas VI to VIII was published
in 1941 and the present one containing Mandalas IX-X is being published
in 1946. Max Miiller’s editio princeps required 25 years for completion.
His second edition was published within a short period of two years;
so also the Bombay edition seems to have been published within a
period of two or three years. The reason why our edition took a longer
period for completion as compared with the two editions just
mentioned, is that the duration required for the completion of our
edition includes the periods both of editing and printing, while those
editions were probably ready before they were actually sent to press, It
should also be remembered that such huge literary projects have to be
backed by adequate financial support for being brought to a successful
completion within a specific period. The first edition of Max Miller was
published under the patronage of the East India Company, and for the
second edition the generous patronage of H. H. the Maharaja of Vijaya-
nagaram had become available. For the editors of the Bombay edition the
support of a sound publishing firm was probably sufficient in view of the
manner in which they worked, For us, no support of any of these kinds was
available. The circumstances which led to the foundation of our Mandala
were such that no Government patronage could be expected. We had to
carry on our activities entirely on the sympathy of the general public.

There is no doubt much truth in what Prof. Macdonell says about the
impropriety of editing texts in fasciculi. (Cf. Introduction to Brhaddevata
p. xxxiv). But it does not equally apply.to such extensive texts as Sayana’s
commentary on the Rgveda, especially when critical editions of the same
have already appeared. When we commenced editing the first volume, we
were .new entrants in the field. Each volume gave us more experience
by which we were profited at the time of editing the next one, Had it
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been possible to complete the editing of all the volumes before any one
was sent to press, the classification would have obviously been more
uniform. It will be, however, seen that even in the first volume all available
variants have been recorded in the foot-notes, though no attempt could
then be made in the matter of classification of MSS. Such attempt has, of
course, been made in the second and third volumes.!

The Critical Apparatus :—

T A

(1) [79] MS. No. 465 (Astakas VI-VII), No. 485 ( Astaka VIII,
-Adhydyas 1 to 4) and No. 518 (Astaka VIII, Adhyayas 5 to 8) procured by
Dr. T. R. Chintamani of Madras University. Palm leaf MS. in Grantha

script. The last Astaka ends with the 36th Varga of the 8th Adhyaya.

Some portion here and there is wanting in this Astaka.

(2) [ R] Travancore University Library, Trivandrum. MS. R. No.
3652. Palm leaf MS. written in Grantha script. Contains thé same portion
as'3 § with the exception that in-Astaka VII 1 R gives the commentary upto
the 12th Varga of -the 3rd Adhyaya only.

(3) [ 3] Theosophical Society’s berary, Adyar, Madras. MS. Gen.
No. 257 V,. Palm leaf MS. in Telugu script. Begins with Astaka VI,
Adhyiya 7, Vaarga 24 and ends with the 25th Varga in the 7th Adhyaya of
Astaka VII. The MS. is very old, worm-eaten and worn out and seems to
be copied from some Grantha MS. 'The text is not so correct. Certain
portions here and there are omitted.

The text of these three MSS, is identical. The MSS. carry the name
T when combined, while their individual names are denoted in'the case of
jifferent readings. For the character of 1 MSS., refer to introduction’ o
Vol. 111, pp. vi-viii.

- (4) [ 4] Tanjore Maharaja’ Sarfoji s Saraswati Mahal Library, Tanjore.
VIS. No. 650. Palm leaf MS. written in Telugu script. The MS. is very
1d and worm-eaten. Borders of certain pages are ruined. Contains Astaka
V111, Adhydyas t to 5 and Vargas 1 and 2 of Adhyaya 6th. Certain portlons
are left uncopied for which space is réserved. The text agrees with  in
the st Adhydya only, then it differs and joins the ¥ class. The MS. is
admitted to the 7 class simply for its South Indian script and Palm leaf

substance. See page 4.
T

(5) Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona. MS. No. 4 Vis. I.
Paper MS. written in Devanagari script? in Sarhvat 1785. Astakas 11I-VII.
In Astaka VII it is identical with q .

(6) Bombay branch Royal Asiatic Society. MS. No. 447, (ZZ a 21)
Astakas V-VI.

1.” With-regard to the Notes to Vols, I-III it may be mentioned that the Notes to
Yol 1 included only the readings adopted by us, in Vol. II conjectural readings were mostly
recorded along with the adopted readings and the Notes to Vol. III included all the different
topics.

2. All MSS. mentioned henceforward are papér MSS. written in Devandgari script
anless otherwise specified, Date of MS, is mentioned if recorded,
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Prajfia Pathasala, Wai (Dist. Satara). Astakas I-II. V-VIII. See serial
No. 23.

MS. from Mahabale$var Dattatreya Diksita, Gokarn (N. Canara), dated
Saka 1779. Astakas I-1I, IV-VIII. The last Astaka ends with the 10th
Varga of the 5th Adhydya. See serial No. 21.

These four MSS. reveal exactly identical text-in Astaka V1 portion.
Their peculiarity, as described in the introduction to Vol. 111, is that gram-
matical portion and alternative explanations are omitted ; in the introduc-
ion to hymns the Anukramani quotation and the part prescribing Viniyogas
e also omitted ; only the names of author, metre and deity are mentioned.

q

(7) [83]T.M.S. S. M. Library, Tanjore. MS. No. 597 (Catalogue
No. 1, 1928 ; Burnell’s Cat. No. 2360 A). A complete MS. written at
3enares in Sarivat 1844, The chief MS. in ¥ class.

(8 [¥R*]MS. from Mr. Lakshman Ganesh Athalye, Gwalior. Dated
>aka 1711. A complete MS. excepting the 2nd Adhydya in Astaka I and the
ird in Astaka VII.

© [a 3] Oriental Institute, Baroda. MS. No. 235 Astakas V-VIII.
In Astaka VII it joins ¥ group and agrees with 4.

(10) [@®] Bharata Itihdsa Sam$odhaka Mandala, Poona. Kalamkar
Collection MS. No. 1. Astakas IV-VIII written in Sarhvat 1643. Contains
frequent marginal corrections in Astakas VII & VIII. . -

(11) [T=2] A complete MS. written in Sathvat 1877 from the. Archz-
ological Department, Jodhpur. The Bhdrat Itihdsa Samsodhaka Mandala
MS. and the Jodhpur MS. were identical in Astakas IV to VI and were
therefore, given a common designation @8, In Astakas.VII & VIII ‘also
the text of the B. I. 8. M. MS. with certain corrections is identical with that
of the Jodhpur MS. Certain other corrections in the B.I1.S.M. MS. are, how-
ever, not found in the Jodhpur MS. This shows that the B. I. S. M. MS.
was corrected twice in Astakas VII & VIII, that the Jodhpur MS. was
copied from it in those Astakas directly or indirectly after the first correction
was effected and that the second series of corrections took place afterwards.
Therefore a separate designation @ % is allotted to the Jodhpur MS., retain-
ing the old @ ¥ for the old B. I. S. M. MS. For the sake of convenience,
these separate designations have been used for the Astaka VI portion also,
where in fact both the MSS. give identical text. )

(12) [T &] Bhandarkar O. R, Institute, Poona. MS. No. 4 of 1916-
18. Astakas V—VIII witten in Saka 1740. MS. No. 5 of 1916-18 con-
taining Astakas II to IV. forms part of this MS. 1In Astakas IV & V
this MS. bad affinity with ¥ group.- In Astakas VI to VIII it joins @ class.
In Adhydyas 1 & 5 of Astaka VII and in Adhyayas 1 &2 of Astaka VIII
it agrees with W (& and © ).

(13) [@ 9] Government Sanskrit College, Benares. Kewa collection
Bundle 44-5. A complete MS. written in Sathvat 1903 ( Sake 1768 ),
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(14) [& ¢] Bhandarkar O. R. Institute, Poona. MS. No. 17 of 1886~-
92. Astaka VIII dated Sarhvat 1813. Agrees with ¥ in later portion.

q

(15) [+ 9] MS. From Krishnacharya Malgi of Bagalkot (Dist. Bija~
pur). Astakas III to VIII and some port1on in Astaka II (from the 19th
Varga in the 3rd Adhyaya to the 21st Varga in the 5th Adhyaya) Dated
Sarhvat 1743. Contains marginal corrections. The chief MS. in ¥ class.

(16) [% % (R)] Osmania University Library, Hyderabad. MS. No. P.L.
1056. 'This is an old palm leaf MS. written in Telugu script giving the
commentary on Adhyiyas 1-3 and on some portion in Adhyiyas 4 & 7 in
Astaka VII. This MS. is of special significance since it gives text agree-
ing with that of 9 class and is different from other MSS. written in South
Indian scripts. Its text generally agrees with ¥ 9 and occasionally with ¥ 3.
In the cases of important differences with ¥W9 its readings have been recorded
by the designation ¥ % (R). That this MS. actually falls into ¥ class is
an important fact showing that South Indian MSS. are more or less in-
dependent branches of ¥ class. The MS. ¥ which sometimes agrees
with 7 3, R and sometimes with ¥, is a connecting link between ¥ % () and
W 9, R, Thus the various stages in the transmission of the text of ¥ to
can be shown thus :—(i) ¥, (ii) ¥ I R), (ii) WL, (iv) MY, R.

(17) [¥wR] Oriental Institute, Baroda. MS. No. 12205 Astaka VI
dated Sarhvat 1877 ; No. 12206 Adhyidyas 1 and 2 of Astaka VII; No. 12207
Adhyayas 3-8 of Astaka VII; No. 12208 Astaka VIII. These four MSS.
form a whole and are of the same character. Astaka' VIII has affiinity
with ¥ ¢,

(18) [+ 2] Bhandarkar 0. R. Instxtute, Poona. MSS. Nos. 226
Vis. IT and 15 of 1886-92. Astaka VI.

(19) [¥w®] A MS. from Sardar M. V. Kibe of Indore. A complete
MS. written in Sarhvat 1903. Tt gave the text of & class in Astakas I-1V.
In the previous volumes it was called . It generally agrees with ¥ class
in Astakas V -VIII, and hence admitted to that class. In the last
portion of Astaka VI and the beginning of Astaka VII it agrees with 4.

(20) [#w=] The Antipa Sanskrit Library, Bikaner. MS. No. 71. A
complete MS.

21) [w&] A MS. from Mahabale§var Dattatreya Diksita, Gokarn
(N. Canara). Astakas I-II and IV-VIII. Astaka VIII ends with the 10th
Varga in the 5th Adhyiya. Dated Saka 1779, In Astaka IV it joined ¥ class ;
in Astakas V & VI it agreed with & ; in the last portion of Astaka VI (1X.1
to IX. 43 ) it agrees with . In Astaka VII it is identical with ¥ © from the
beginning upto the 18th Varga of the 2nd Adhyaya (IX. 44. to IX. 67).
Then it agrees with the MS. procured from Mr. Chidambar Diksita of Badli
( Dist. Belgaum) which contains Astakas II, V and VII and was used for
the previous volumes. It is dated Saka 1596. In Astaka VII it begms
with the 19th Varga of the 2nd Adhyaya (IX.68). The Gokarn MS.
identical with the Badli MS. in Astaka VII which in its turn agrees with § ?
T~ Agtaka VIII the Gokarn MS. falls in ¥ class.
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\“2) A MS. procured from Mr. Chidambar Diksita, Badli (Dist
Belgaum). See above.

(23) [¥r¢] A MS. from Prijiia Pathasala, Wai (Dist. Satara), Astakas
I-II, V-VIII. Astakas V, VII and VIII belong to ¥ class; Astaka VI be-
longs to =,

(24) [w¢] Theosophical Society’s Library, Adyar, Madras. MS.
No. 34 T 45 (Eastern section). New No. 41-A—455, Astakas I, II, IV, V
and VIII. Dated Samvat 1835, Agrees much with .

All these MSS. except I %, 7 8 and & < were used for one or the other
of the previous volumes. The new MSS. give portion pertaining to this
volume only,

Additional MSS. :—Besides the MSS. described above, tte following
have also been examined or tested, though some of them do not concern
this volume :—

(1) Osmania University Library, Hyderabad. MS. No. 30/1. Contains
introductory portion and Vargas 1-19 of the 1st Adhyaya of Astaka I. The
XI\;ISI was read and found to be agreeing with ¥and (See introduction to

ol. I).

(2) Osmania University Library, Hyderabad MS. 39/1 Astaka 1,

No. 101/1 Astaka II. The colophon of MS. No. 39/1 reads @& q3u ﬁ‘mg!r-

(presumably Bijapur). Both these MSS. form part of one and the
same MS. No. 39/1 gives identical text with the MS. & (Astaka I,
Mr. Khadilkar’s MS. See intro. Vol. I.) except a few scribal differences.
No. 101/1 is exactly indentical with the MS. # ( the Badli, MS., Astaka IT)
after omissions and additions were made in the latter. Since Nos, 39/1 and
101/1 form part of one and the same MS., it can safely be presumed that
No. 39/1and & together present the text of Astaka I of the MS. ¥ which is
not available. Since & in Astaka I and ® in Astaka II were collated! and

1. Adhyayas | & 2 of Astaka I in 9 and Astaka II portion in ¥ in Vol I were not
collated, as they became available after the portion concerned was printed. Important
readings from these portions in No. 39/ and 101]1 are recorded below, Readings bearing
the sign || before them were conjectural emendations of Max Muller, while they have

actually been found in this MS.
Intro. p. 2, line 3, T&: for 98T p. 2, 1. 26 ATUATR® for quIATR®; RV. 1.
84. 12 TR 4T Fr97d 99: 11 The MS. gives Al R Jea sads 1 129,
119 forJ:; 1.122,8; 124.8: 13 SHUAAT; 1 124, 11 TYT TINSTHIEY for
THIASTARR ; L. 125. 7 NTH T @Awea@Ea N L 127, 1 TEFTT; 1 133, 6
STIFFITATN; 1. 141. 3 9l 0; 1. 144, 1 forwy grafa qEENG L0149, 2 uH
AT HAA: 5 L. 152, 2 GRaT: @ISR 1; 1. 157, 2 LT etc. ll; 1. 158. 4
TUAIT AT 3 1. 162, 16 ¥a@: 0; L 164. 1 ety s I 164. 19 ==mg:
. Fagar @1 ai for AFY: FIEAT Qi il supplied by conjecture; I. 164. 23
JIAFIST N3 1. 164. 29 TSFENEAETTTAT for AEFHTRAGATHE 11 ; 1 164. 39
*¥AT: &: AT for AT FIATCH; L 167, 1 29: wyurtar: I; 1. 170. 4 RasHERIE u;
L 174. 3 QAT ; L 175. 2 9317 for i 1; L. 183, 3 ITHAZTZAYT &I for
AT TGN g in L. 185. 4 Max Miller suggests T3T before AqHATY ;
73T is actually found in this MS.; L 191. 11 ao=d;
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used in Vols. I and II'respectively, it was not thought necessary to collate
No. 39/1 and 101/1.

(3) A MS. from Gwahor State Sanskrit Library. < ontains_the fo
lowing portions :— ‘

Astaka 'V The last few Vargas in the 8th Adhyaya.
. VI Complete.
»  VII Complete except the 6th Adhyaya.
»» VII1 Adhyayas 1-to 4 and the 5th from Varga 21 to the end.

This MS. was used for Vol. III. As before, certain important read-
ings were got compared. The MS. gives a conflated text. In Astakas VI
and-VII and in Adhydyas 3 and 4 of Astaka VIII it is identical with & .
Adhyayas 1, 2 and 5 in Astaka VIII agree with @R. In a few important
cases, it is independently mentioned. See notes to RV. X.-73. 7; 75. 4.

4) A MS. frem Pandit Balacarya M. Khuperkar Sastri, Kolhapur
This MS. which was used for Vol. III is in two sizes. The small size
contains portions from Astaka V as described in -Vol. 1II; the large size
contains Astaka VI ( Adhyayas 1to 6)and VII (Adhydyas 3 to 8) and VIII
complete The text in the small size MS. was identical with @ ®; that in
the large size MS. is identical with ¥ R. From Adhydya 4 in Astaka VIII
the MS. agrees with @ & This has been fully collated.

(5) A MS. from Mr. Hari Vasudev Hoshing Diksita, Bhor ( Dist.
Poona). Astaka VII dated Sarhvat 1712. The MS. was fully collated and
was found identical with Q4.

(6) Bhirata Itihdsa Sathdodhaka Mandala, Poona. Krignasastri Rajawade
collection, MS. No. 12. This is a mpdern MS giving in part the comment-
ary on Mandala IX ( Hymns 1—-67) It was fully read and found to be
identical with @ 9.

(7) Bhandarkar O. R. Institute, Poona MS. No. 16 of 1886-92.
Astaka VII. Th1s has been fully collated and has been found to be identical
with @ ..

(8) Punjab University lerary, Lakore. MS. No. 2962, Astaka VI
to VIII. The MS. could not be lent outside ; arrangement was therefore
made to get important readings comparéd with those in the MS. It was
found that the text in Astakas. VI and VII agrees Wlth that in % and the
text in Astaka VIII agrees with that in @ R.

(9) Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta. MS. No. G (142 ) 7872.
This is a very old paper MS. written in Devanagari. It consists of 89 leaves
giving stray portions in Astaka V (Adhyidyas 7 and 8, 16 leaves) VI (8 leaves)
and VII (65 leaves). Each Astaka is written in different hands, although all
are written in the Prsthamatra style. The text is rather incorrect. Leaves
giving portxons of Astakas VI and VII are pasted back to back and then
used for writing, just resémbling the manner of the Kashmir MS. of Rg(reda

(see Preface to the Khilas p. 892). Some of the pages are, however, sepa-
rated in course of time. ‘Tn Astaka V it agrees with & which in ite’ tnen ie
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related to the & group ; ih Agtakd VI it agrees-much with W %; iri Astaka VII
it is identical with @ R which in that Astaka joins ¥ group.'

Classificatlon of MSS. :—The main critical apparatus can be divided
into certain classes according to the Astaka division :—

A.,s!aka VI——JT [""‘T i: Q: 3‘]: a: a [ a ﬁs Q: a: .8: "‘s Q: \9],“ [=w 39 Qa
3,8 4l

. Astaka VII—0 [=71 3,R,%], T [=79,8,%,8,4,§ 0], ¥ [=79,3,9,
4, § ).

Astaka VIII—0 [ =7 ,R,8], T3 [=T9,8,3,8,4,8 9, ¢],A[=914,R7,
9’ “} q’ \9’ ‘ ]‘

As compared to the preceding volumes, it will be seen that the desig-
nations of certain MSS. have been changed in this volume. The main
reason for this is an attempt to present the MSS. material in a more
scientific manner. Attempts were made in the second as well as the third
volume to set all the MSS. into 3 or 4 classes. The present volume shows
an advancement in the same direction.’ Another reason for changing names
of certain MSS. is that in certain portions their character has also changed.
It was therefore thought proper to allot them different names depicting
their true nature. We hope this method of classification will enable
the reader to understand easily the value of variants. When the general
des1gnat10n of a class is mentioned, it is presumed that all’ MSS. in that
class give the same reading, with the followmg exception: in Astaka VII
T has 7MSS. (§9todwe). Of these,q 3 Joms W class in that Astaka only.
Therefore & in Astaka VII means all MSS. of @ class excepting @ &. That
d 2 joins ¥ will be evident from the variants of ¥ class recorded in the
foot-notes. Similarly ¥ in Astakas VII and VIII means all MSS. of &
class except ¥ % which is restricted to Astaka VI only.

All MSS. have thus been divided into 4 classes: ¥, %, &, W. The
nature of these classes has been broadly described in the introduction
to Vol. III. Of these four classes, significance mainly attaches to two :
@ and A. I and ® can more strictly be called branches of the ¥ class. The
main feature of i is that it gives plently of different readings. When the
T MSS. give readmgs common with other classes, they agree with 9. The-
character of readings in @ in Astakas VII and VIII is the same as that
described in Vol. 111 with regard to ‘Astaka VI. As stated above, the chief
reason for allotting them a separate class is their South Indian script on
Palm leaf substance. The peculiarity of ¥ MSS. has already been shown.
They retain only such portion of the commentary as is absolutely essential
for the explanation of the verse and omit optional renderings and gramma-
tical explanations. In the introduction to a hymn simply the names -of
authors, deity and metre are noted. The text has a tendency to agree with

1. Comparison of readings in the Alwar MS, of Rgvedabhisya as recarded by Peterson
in his Selections from the Egveda with our MSS, shows that the Alwar MS. agrees with T §
in Agtakas II, III, IV, V, Attempts either to procure the MS, or to get it sufficiently
compared could not succeed,
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# class. Tke habit of Sdyana to quote the Pratika is more conspicuous
in this class. The peculiar nature of the MSS. (Serial No. 21 and 23)
from Wai and Gokarn is an'additional proof for the affinity of ¥ to W ; they
give the text of ¥ in Astaka V, then fall into & in Astaka VI and again
in Astakas VII and VI1II they become members of 1.

So, there remain only two classes, namely & and W. Of these, the
latter is the more important class. It reveals the least number of variants.
‘The MSS. in @ frequently differ from the text. A good number of their
variants consists of omission of certain words, especially either the Pratikas
or their explanations. Another equally important point to be noted in conne-
ction with the character of the MSS. in the two classes 3 and @ is that the text
of ¥ can be said to represent the Deccan tradition, since many of its MSS,
are copied in that region, and that of @ to represent the Benares tradition,
as is clear from the fact that most of the @ MSS. are copied at Benares.
We, therefore, have come to the conclusion that W represents the archtypus of
Sayana to the greatest extent. It is in the fitness of things that represent-
ing the Deccan tradition should have the greatest affinity with the archiy-
pus of Sayana who himself flourished in the Deccan. It is also quite natural
that the South Indian branch of MSS. (i.e. 1) should be related to the ¥
class of the Deccan which lies on its borders. As for o it is difficult to say
anything peculiarly, since the & MSS. are modern, incomplete and partly
giving text of another class. The Benares tradition of & is distinguished
from ¥ in point of distance of region, as well as in point of variation from
the original text. Beinga well known centre of learning in ancjent as
well as medizval India, a considerable number of copies of Rgvedabhisya
were made at Benares and spread over many parts of India.

Editorial Work :—The principle which we have generally followed in
fixing Sdyana’s text will now become clear. We have stuck to the text of 3
as far as possible. Comiplete dependence on ¥ was, however, not possible
in view of the peculiarities of other classes and also in view of the necessity
to present a correct and more intelligible text. Certain readings from #1,' &
and & have, therefore, been adopted. Still there remained a considerable

1. The following is a full list of readings adopted from :-RV.IX. 22. 4
AT, 51. 3 AT argaAl, 67. 14 g wssfy qa: 9=, 67. 27 914, 67
30 7 SAEAN, 73. 1 TI=RIT AT, 74, 3 owwas, X, I 3 @@y sd, 22, 13
gieafa fgaRamear , 29. 7 SRFTAT , 40. 7 qUSIAE, 64, 10 TG TG
67. 12 T:, 68. 2 THMA, 70.9 @gw™N, 71. 10 @fawdd, 737 =, 76. 2
q@Tfer, 82. 7 W16, 85. 3 WTWAT 4T, 85. 24 FzfafEmag, 86,8 T feass: g,
87. 11 ARFTINIA, 88. 2 F19ef:, 92, 10 FHARTL AT, 93. 8 I WRY &He, 95.11
IRSETATET:, 95, 13 3W1RA:, 105. ini. frsm: @aT:, 108. 6 5: §;, 110, 8 4T TG ;
110. 10 @TEF, 115. 1 @A, 117, 2 sifaed, 123, 5 ST, 125, 5
F FAY, 129.7 THCE, 130. 1 T I GOAH qoed JAR Fe<, 134, 4 =R
qAI AT, 134, 5 g, 135, 2 ANFIRASEAG, 146, 4 afFEmiass, 149. 4 I,
172. 1 9% 4T,
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number of passages where none of the MSS. gave the correct text. In such
cases conjectures made by Max Miiller had to be adopted. In certain cases
we have also adopted readings from the Bombay edition' as in the previous
volumes. Certain readings from the Bombay edition have also been shown
in the footnotes. Even this was not sufficient, and we ourselves have had
to adopt a few readings by conjecture? as in the preceding volumes. All
these different readings are recorded and discussed wherever necessary,
along with other topics in the Sanskrit Notes as usual. Supplementary
Notes to Vols. I-III are added at the end of these Notes. Max Miiller’s
notes have generally been taken into consideration while preparing our
Notes.  Certain insignificant readings preferred to those in Maix Miiller
strictly on the basis of MSS. support have been ignored in the Notes—
e. g. TR for AT 1X. 1. 6; &aeq 7o for @IZE I1X. 66. 20 ; Fowguad
for gwmgfiwd X. 48. 5 ; uwt for qast X. 128. 6 ; =90 for F9Aq X, 143. 1.

In Vols. I & II all available variants have been recorded ;
in Vols. IIT & IV certain insignificant variants have been ignored.
Comparison of our Notes with the Varietas lectionis of Max Miiller shows
that Max Miiller also did not record each and every variant reading.® Care
has however, been taken to record variants where Max Miiller records them.
We have recorded” the variants in two places. In those cases where we have

1. The following is a full list of readings édoptedr from’ E“—RV IX.
64. 11 RIF:, 69. 3 &R, 69. 10 TIARA T, 86. 15 @y, X. 13. 3 Sy
T FAT: TATATATEAL, 26. 4 TRATENRT, 49. 9 waraq, 53. 1. fv wafy, 59. 2.
sl Bafy, 61. 7 A waraed qan, 61, § MATIAMST=, 85. 4 AT,
85. 30 =LA, 90. 12 YAHE.

2. 'The following is a full list of readings adopted by conjecture :-IEV.
X. 2. 4 A, 13. 3 TRIO AFEF, 14, 9 TRTARITTRANA, 16, 9 AT-awar-
FATERT:, 26. 4 AA@ETEESIENT:, 61,1 I 9, 65.7 a1 =6, 67. 12 F@Tg],
73, 7 G4, 82.7 AT GL......"ANTAETd,, 85. 3 TATHAIA, 85, 5 THT TILHTI Aeqd
R, 86. 10 FRIRT: AR, 89. 16 AYAAT, 104, 9 THFTAT AFEA, 114. 4
qgEEAT, 123, 5 ST, 130, 1 TIAPITA®, 142, 2 WFHAA, 148, 3 G3aT.

3. A good many passages can be cited which are not supported by our MSS. and which
are not referred to in Max Miillers’ Varietas lectionis. It is impossible to think that Max
Miiller’s MSS. did not contain variants in those places.

4. InVols. I and IT as well as in foot-notes in Vol. III upto p. 336 the variants are
recorded in conformity with grammatical rules regarding Parasavarna etc. The practice has
since then been changed, the Anusvara being used instead. -The MSS. always use Anuwsvira
and not Parasavarna. Our practice of showing the Pratika by a particular sign has necessita-
ted the elimination of Sandhi to a great extent, Naturally while recording the variants the
Sandhi.system in the M3S. has had to be discarded to that extent in view of the necessity to
maintain the parallelism between the original text and the variant. We hope this practice
has not done any particular harnt to the proper representation of the MSS, material. The
signs (i. e. figures) denoting variants have been the same throughout all the volumes.. The
original text and the variant bear the same figure. If a variant involves two’ or more words
in the original text, both the beginning aud the closing words in the original text bear the
figure, thus specifying the extent of the variant, If any word inbetween has got any
different reading, it is marked by an asterisk,
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adopted different readings from Max Miiller and also in those where
readings are adopted by conjecture either by Max Miiller or by us, the
variants are recorded in the Notes. Variants of subordinate nature have
been relegated to the foot-notes. In the case of readings in the Notes, MSS.
supporting both the adopted text as well as the variants are mentioned.
In the case of readings in the foot-notes, however, only the MSS. giving
the variants are mentioned.

Comparison of our MSS. material with that of Max Miiller :—
Max Miiller has divided bis MSS. into three classes A, B and C. He
held that none of these classes represented the archtypus of Sdyana, and
that the text was mishandled before these classes were formed. There are
a good many passages in the commentary where none of these classes
preserves the original and correct text. He moreover held that the A class
represents the Benares tradition, B class that of Bombay and Punah ( Poona)
and the C class that of Calcutta. Now these A, B, C classes of Max Miiller
are not exactly parallel to our classes. Our @ coincides with Max Miiller’s
ACa, ¥ agrees with part of B, and ¥ is parallel to part of B plus C.
Max Miller’s A is our &' and Max Miiller rightly says that it comes from
Benares. The chief MSS. of his Bis By, Stevenson’s MS., India Office
Library, and that of C is his own MS. Ca which is dated Samvat 1624
(=4.p. 1568). This was the oldest of all the MSS. used by Max Miiller.
It contains frequent additions and alterations and according to Max Miiller
it was the original of all C MSS. and was collated with a MS. of A class.
So in its original text it was counted by him with C, and in its corrections
with A. He therefore called it Ca.? He may. be. right in depicting the
character of this MS., but when he records the variants in Ca, one is at a
loss to know whether the reading'is original or corrected, and consequently
whether it represents the A or Cclass. In fact readings in A and Ca agree
in a great majority of cases as recorded in Max Miller’s Varietas lectionis.®
The Ca MS. is exactly identical with our @ ® which was written at Benares
in Sarhvat 1643 (=A.p. 1586). @ ¥is apparently a MS. of @ class. This @
class agrees with A of Max Miiller and @ ® is identical with Ca; therefore
the similarity of Ca to A is established. Max Miiller attaches first grade
importance to A MSS. representing the Benares tradition and gives
secondary significance to B and C, the so-called Bombay-Poona and Calcutta
traditions respectively. But the conclusion has, as stated above, forced
itself upon us that the ¥ class representing the Deccan tradition is the
nearest approach to Siyana’s original work.

1. A few places bearing the identity of A with d may be cited here:—RV. III. 2.9;
3.2; V.43.9,10; 50 ini,; VI. 62,13 VII. 55, ini,;75.5; 100, 6 ; VIII. 8. 12;12.32;21.18;
22,10 IX, 65,21; 107, 7; 108. 3; 114.2,

2. See prefice to the second volume of first edition, p. xxxiii Vol. I, 2nd edition.

3. Among the numerous places showing similarity of Ca to @ some are noted
below :—RV.V.43,9; VI2.5; VII. 2.ini.333.8;98.5;99.5; 100.6; VIII. 1,17; 30;
6.33; 8.12; 13,205 21, 18; 22, 10; 1X. 107, 7; 108. 3 ; 114, 2 etc.
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The Bn MS. of Max Miiller presents Mudgala’s abridgement of
the commientary on Astakas Ito III and Adhydyas 5to 8 of Astaka IV.
According to Max Miiller the MS. belongs to B class' in its later portions
while in the first Mandala, it is an insignificant representative of C class.
This Bm MS. is equivalent to our ¥ which ends with Astaka VI.
Max Miiller’s B class, of which Bm is a part, continues to the end of
Astaka VIII and we find that in Astakas VII and VIII his B readings are
equivalent to those in one or the other MS. of ¥.2 On the other hand, there
are certain cases where readings of Max Miiller’s C agree with those of our
H.® Max Miiller had a number of C MSS. for the first Astaka, further on
he had only two of them. He says that some C MSS. have later on turned
into A class.®* Regarding the origin of the MSS. in C class he says that
they at least in their earlier Astakas represent the Calcutta tradition and
were .specially copied for European scholars.® We have not been able to
collate all the MSS. connected with the so-called Calcutta tradition. Those
which we could read or test, fell either in our & or ¥, or partly 'in both,
and thus did not necessitate the formation of a separate class. It is also
to be noted that in Max Miiller’s opinion C MSS. represented the Calcutta
tradition only in earlier Astakas. Thus our MSS. material does not allow
us to form a special class representing the Calcutta tradition. We
find only two traditions, namely the Deccan tradition and the Benares
tradition represented by @ and @ respectively. ®and ¥ cannot be called
independent traditions, but branches of ¥ as already stated. The relation
of our classes ¥ and 9 and also o to Max Miiller’s A, B and C can be shown
in the following way :—

B+ C
A+ Ca
B

The same can be shown in a reverse way :—

o a4
(]

n

Qg >

d
T+ 99
Hq$ + q.

For the second edition of his Rgvedabhisya Max Miiller consulted
about two dozen MSS. out of which 16 were complete and 8 were fragmen-

1. Pagsages showing similarity of ¥ to B may be found, among others, at the following
places :—I1.35,5; 8; IIL. 3.8; 96; V.46.3;49.3;86.3; VI, 62.1; 75.18; VII 2;
VIII. 13.4; 5; 15.3; 19. 37; 21. 18; 23. 7; 34. 15; 60.20; 90.5; IX. 8. 5.

2. e.p.see RV.'IIL 9.6, VI.62. 1, VII. 55, ini.,, 75.5, 98.5, 99.5, 100. 6, 104,23,
VIIL. 6, 33, 8, 12, 13. 20, IX. 48, 3, 60. ini., 62. 21, 66. 3, 98. 12, 103, 3, 108. 2, 114. 4, Max
Miiller’s B4 is identical with our H 9,

3. A few places where Ca agrees with ¥ are shown below :—III, 30. 15, V. 43. 10, VI.
52.1, 2, 67,1, 75. 18, VII, 55, iai., 56. 9, 10, VITI. 20, 11, 14, 43, 3, 48. 3, 4, 60. 20, 61. 2, 69. 2.

1t is to be noted that d ¥ which is identical with Ca, also agrees with 1 9, R and ¥
in many cases in Astaka VIII.

4 Preface to the 2nd volume of first e lition, p. xxxiv, Vol, I, 2nd edn.

Preface to the 1st vol, of lst edition, p. xx, Vol. I, 2ni edn.
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tary running to the length of three Astakas at the most. We, for our edition,
either collated or tested over five dozen MSS., out of which only five were
complete, four containeéd 7 Astakas, two gave 6 Astakas, 15 comprised a
number of Astakas ranging from 3 to 5 and the rest gave a single Astaka.!
So, certain facts become clear if we compare our MSS. material with that of
Max Miiller, namely (1) that our MSS. are quite different from those of
Max Miiller, (2) that we have used a larger number of MSS. than Max Miiller,
(3) :chat while Max Miiller had a majority of complete MSS., we had a
{najority of incomplete MSS., and (4) that a good number of MSS. written
in South Indian scripts ( Grantha, Telugu and Malayalam) became available
tous. Max Miiller was able to procure only a fragmentary portion in
Mandala I written in Grantha and Tulu scripts. As for the age of MSS.,
there is no particular difference between those of Max Miiller and ours,
except the fact that the oldest available MS. of Siyana’s commentary (dated
Sammvat 1452 =a4.p. 1395, Astaka IV, Oriental Institute, Baroda, MS.
No. 12211) was used by us.

Our Achievements :—It is obvious that in these circumstances a
thorough comparison of MSS. used in these two editions is indeed
impossible. A general comparison of the character of the various MSS.
used in both the editions can, however, be made by giving a statistical
table showing the analysis of variants in certain hymns as a specimen [ See
next page]. For this purpose we have picked up one hymn from each Mandala
addressed to a different deity. It is neither possible nor desirable to
give an analysis of the variants in the whole of the Rgvedabhisya.

This table may conveniently be taken to speak for the whole of the
Rgveda in general and therefore can give a clear idea of the relation of our
MSS. material to that of Max Miiller and also of our achievements. The
comparison of columns 2 and 3 shows that we have been able to discover
a larger number of variants than Max Miiller even taking into account the
probability that Max Miiller might have ignored certain insignificant
readings. We cannot deny the possibility of more MSS. of Sdyanabhisya
exhibiting some more variants being discovered in future. In a vast
country like India, several MSS. may still be lying in corners awaiting
discovery and proper care, which may perhaps help in restoring the
original text of Sdyana. We, on our part, have tried our best to procure
as many MSS. as could be available and have used them according to our
judgement, It was quite natural that the variants recorded in our
edition should tally with those in Max Miiller at least to a certain extent,
The number in column 4 denotes the common places of variants in both
the editions. The number of readings conjectured by Max Miiller is
shown in column No. 5. This number, of course, forms part of the

1. The three MSS. from Iadia Office Library London, mentioned in Vol, II were

collated and referred to in the notes to Vols. I and II. They were, later, not used, since
they were collated by Max Muller for his edition, These are excluded from the above

calculation,
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number in column No. 2. Column No. 6 is useful in finding out how many
conjectural readings of Max Miiller we could discover in at least some of
our MSS. Column No. 7 denotes the number of readings preferred gene-
rally on the MSS. support to those in Max Miiller. It shows an average
of 5 readings per hymn. This number also forms part of that in column
No. 3. Max Miiller improved the text of his second edition after collating
even a few more MSS. than those for the first edition. It was, therefore,
no wonder if we, who were editing the text after the lapse of nearly half
a century with altogether different MSS. material, could improve the text
to such an extent with the aim of making the nearest possible approach to
Sdyana’s own work. The readings that we have adopted- differently from
Max Miiller may be divided into three classes (i) Pratikas, (2) Readings
that are grammatically correct and (3) Readings which are useful for the
better explanation of a verse. The last column shows the comparison
of our MSS. with the Bombay edition as far as the adopted readings are
concerned. The number in this column, of course, forms part of that

in column No. 7.

It may be asked, to what extent does our bhasya text differ from that
of Max Miiller ? It can at once be said that there is not and cannot be
any material difference between the two. At the same time there is plenty
that can be considered as improvement of the text. The improve-
ments which we effected in the bhisya text are all recorded in the Notes,
reference to which may fully bring out the value of this edition. Certain
cases in the present volume may however be pointed out here ; - . 0

Considerable changes have been effected in the commentary to ‘the’
following verses: IX. 65,4, 97.26, 109.22,"113. 10, X. 30. 8, 65.1, 2.
In RV. X.16.1 INDIE? for Wﬂﬁiﬁf Three stages of burning are here
denoted, of which this is the first. X, 22. 13 @fafa fdmtafimurarg for Ay
rmwna%wm Max Miiller’s explanation is not satisfactory. In X.
27. Zl)our text runs g‘iﬁ‘lti’l H‘gﬁgm‘g qiar, Max Muller has g%ﬁrgsg
qfdt and suggests anrrrar for g™t In our text Z®t is explained by W
ﬁfgfﬁ, andmgcnaar is the exglananon of g Max Miiller suggests §<F
%TTIEIHT as the explanatmn of gkt which renders the word §% and the causal
SN superfluous. X. 73. 7 Q& @ AE: FrET @ qE: for FE |l AN
FieqT Tt 9@, Max Miiller has in vain tried to defend his reading. The
text adopted by us is a fine specimen of improvements made by us in the
bhasya text. The famous places of @@ and &l are often mentioned in
ancient Sanskrit llterature by way of example. X. 82,7 Ar=m=f {7
FEVIONRIEIFEN FIGHAATTAN for AT d asrsaqrwrurrrqacdmm
See Sanskrit note. X. 89. 14 Jeryr &ear .. 14l (1Ag: Tl | TEEL.
Max Miiller has rergr &ear &, vedt fa=rq: wifiwg =gy 9 <. The adopted
text is a clear improvement. In X.91.4,5, 130. 1 Max Maiiller denoted
lacunae which we could fill in properly on MSS. authority. There are
certain others which had to be retained as such. In X. 121, 4 = 3\ AfEA:
STRATLEAT SATHZATAT: BT A" | There was a controversy between
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Max Miiller and Peterson about the text of this passage. ~ Max Miiller read
TEq [T WA AEARAT ST Frortgw: gamiar art while Peterson pre-
ferred to retain the text in the MSS. : =7 IAT: NFW: TN STFATAT: FHOMYA
§Z3@sar:.  We consider the emendation STSAFAT as essential, but the con-
jecture of §mrAtar AT for ¥AWsAT: is uncalled for; sRrasan is quite satis-
factory. Max Miuller could not find in his MSS. the commentary on
X.174.2. The Bombay edition gave it, the genuineness of which was
doubted by Max Miiller. Our & MSS. have given it, so we have no
hesitation in declaring it as genuine.

These are some of the improvements we have made in the text. In
undertaking the present edition our chief aim was to prepare a scientific
edition of S3yapabhdsya as none was available in the market. It was,
therefore, essential to procure old unused MSS. from all parts of India
and prepare a critical edition on their basis. The outcome of our long
labours is now before scholars and it is up to them to pass judgment.

The study of the Veda from modern scientific point of view com-
menced in Europe over a century ago. A number of translations of the
Rgveda have been made and critical notes written in different languages
which have considerably helped the understanding of that Veda. It is
difficult to pass any remarks on the various methods of interpretation.
But it is our humble opinion that notwithstanding modern philological
and historical researches, the value of Siyana’s commentary has not
diminished. It, therefore, naturally follows that we must do full justice
to Sdyana by trying to find out what he himself must have written, and
ours is an humble attempt in that direction with the means available to us.

The Bombay edition of Rgvedabhasya:—We have already stated
(cf. intro. to Vol. III. p. viii) that we have also used the Bombay edition of
Rgvedabhiasya. The editors of the Bombay edition have tried their best to
present a good edition of the bhiasya and have obviously used certain MSS.
of bhasya, even though no information regarding them is available in the
preface to the same. On comparing the text of the Bombay edition with
our MSS., we find that the Bombay editors used MSS. mostly of @ group.
A comparison of readings of the Bombay edition (§) with those recorded in
the Notes or foot-notes will amply bear testimony to this. Especially they
used MSS. agreeing with @ $ and @ R, comp. commentary on RV. X, 27. 14,
65.1,2,73.99. 1Itis striking that in certain cases the modern MS. T
gives the same readings as in . See comm. on RV. IX. 67. 22, 77. 5,
97. 14, 16, X. 12. 6, 18. 14, 27. 9, 46. 3, 65. 13. Since the MS. was written
before the Bombay edition was printed, it seems probable that both the
MS. and the edition had a common s>urce. In some cases they also
disagree with each other, see RV, X. 45. 12, 73. 9.

Udgithabhdsya on the Rgveda:—The commentary of Udgithicirya on
some portion of Mandala X of the Rgveda (X. 5. 4 to X, 34. 3) has been
published by the D. A. V. College Research Department, Lahore, 1935.
T'he book has no preface giving information regarding the MS. or MSS.
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used for the edition. A number of printing mistakes have occurr
text. The commentary has a considerable number of incorrect
which could not be corrected probably on account of the singlene
MS. The commentary was, however, compared with that o
The comparison has clearly shown that Siyana largely used Udg
for composing his own commentary, at least as far as the available
Udgithabhisya is concerned. Parallel construction is found every
then, so much so that incorrect portion in one can be corrected by
of the other in most cases. In fact the editor of Udgithab
frequently used S3yana’s commentary in restoring Udgitha’s
have, therefore, used Udgitha’s bhisya for determining Saya
especially with regard to the readings adopted by us in preference
in Max Miiller as well as the conjectural readings. Udgitba’s
have been recorded in all such cases. Udgithabhasya is thus a
means for constituting Sdyana’s text. Unfortunately it is neither
nor correct. Siyana’s commentary is not available on certai
(X. 18.14; 27.9; 73.9). Udgitha gives commentary on them whi
reproduced in the Notes. It can give us an idea as to how Siy
have explained those verses. His commentary on certain verses
different from and more comprehensive than S3yana (X. 45. 123
In X. 10. 2 some part is left unexplained in Sdyana. Udgitha’s
tion on it is reproduced in the Notes. Pandit Bhagwad Datta
possessed further transcript of Udgithabhisya from Rv. X.
X.83.5. On our request he kindly sent his tramscript for ow
has been used in the same way as the printed portion. Both' ¢
and transcript portions are in a corrupt state. We are thankful
Bhagavad Datta for kindly lending us his tramscript for use in ou
[t would be a contribution to our sources of Rgveda interpretat
unpublished portion would be properly edited and printed togeth
revised text of the printed portion.

Udgitha was a predecessor of Sidyana, since he is refer
Sdyana at least once in his commentary (See RV. X. 46.5). He sa
z;:ugq-‘-aﬁrciﬁm' FAT FASEIAatata =ar9w. Udgitha’s bhias
portion concerned runs:—3: JUST SIHI=ETA: | AF g A ATT A
etc. The explanation of IF=A is not available. However, the ¢
of Sdyana’s statement can be ascertained by the explanation of

here, and we can rest assured as to the genuineness of Udgithabh

Certain conclusions can be drawn from the relation of
Udgitha. ~ In a number of cases the adopted text of Sayanabhas;
MSS. support. Many such readings find support in Udgi
Another important contribution of Udgithabhasya to the editing «
bhiasya is that it has thrown its weight in fovour of one of the fou
classes of MSS. Our conclusion that the 3 class has the first
represent the archtypus of Sayana is particularly supported by
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commentary. In certain cases,’ Udgitha’s readings agree with tkose of ¥,
disagreeing with those of 4.

" At two places Udgitha differs from the traditional recitation of the
Sarmhits text: (1) He considers RV. X. 9 as consisting of 10 verses
instead of 9, the last verse being a Khailika : QESAgUET ar aw 7 g+ |
TOAHFIEAT FATF AN, This last verse is explained by him,? while verses
6 t0 9 are left unexplained because they are commented upon previously in
Mandala I. (2) According to the tradition, the 6th Adhydya of Astaka VII
(i.e. 54th Adhydya) ends with RV. X. 18. According to Udgitha, however,
it ends with X.20.1: W& &1 W I@x @9: which he considers as an
independent hymn. The next hymn begins with X. 20. 2. How far this
difference went cannot be found, since the commentary breaks at X. 20. 5
and again begins with the 22nd hymn. The editor of Udgithabhisya is
hereby inclined to believe that Udgitha probably commented upon'a recen-
sion of Rgveda different from Sakala. We may add that the enumeration
of Adhyayas instead of Astakas is found in the Kashmir MS. of Rgveda
and the Junagadh MS. of Sinkhayana $3khi of Rgveda. See Preface to
the Khilas pp. 8934.

The Khilas:—The Rgveda Sarhhitd presented in this edition is the text
of the Sakala §akha which is well known over the whole of India. There are
certain other $3khis also of the Rgveda which more or less differ from the
Sakala text and contain certain additional hymns or verses. Some MSS. of
the Rgveda Sarhhitd contain such supplementary hymns or kilas even though
there is scarcely any unanimity amongst them as to their number and text.
These Khilas have been published in most of the previous editions of
the Rgveda. The most genuine, important and extensive collection of
Khilas is found in a MS. of the Rgveda Sarhita discovered by Dr. G. Biihler
in Kashmir. It is written in the Sarada script and is about 400 years old.
It consists of 191 leaves of birch bark, of which 1-176 are devoted to the
Sarhhita text and the rest to the Khilas. The Khilas are collected as a
separate book divided into 5 chapters, each having at the beginning its own
Anukramani. The text of this Kashmir MS. was edited and published in
Roman script by Dr. phil. J. Scheftelowitz in 1906 at Breslau in Germany

1. For example, the readings of ¥ are supported by Udgitha at the fol-

lowing places, while @ gives different readings :—
X. 22. 15 FRAQEAHWH, 23, 2 KOTSHU, 24, 1 qoregs:, 24, 4 Falfra=ar,

24, 5 Rexaraed, 26. 7 TworEt W@, 27. 8 AT, 27. 11 aWF, 27. 23 % T, 30. 1
NIRRT TrEeEd:, 30. 3 IRFAvalEd, 30. 9 gfeAw, 30, 11 sEiE@aETEL,
31. 3 SEFEFAM, 34, 2 FAT.  The reading ISTHFITTNATL: in X. 28. 9 pre-
ferred to Max Miiller’s conjectural reading Wﬁ@lﬁ'ﬂéz is found in ¥ as
well as in Udgitha, In most of the MSS. used by Max Miiller as well as
by us a letter 1 comes after ¥@FGE, which justifies the reading in ¥ and
Udgitha.

2. See Khila IIL 13,
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with critical notes and introduction under the title ‘‘Apokryphen des
Rgveda’>. The Khilas appended to this volume are based on those printed
in that work. For the purpose of editing the Khilas as well as for pre-
paring notes, other editions of Khilas, certain MSS. and other material that
gathered after the publication of Scheftelowitz’s work, have also been
used. Mr. C. G. Kashikar has edited this Khila portion and has added a

separate Preface:discussing all details.

» Acknowledgments :—Before we proceed to acknowledge the help
received from the various quarters,we have to do a painful duty of record-
ing the death of Prin. V. K. Rajawade, the Founder-President of our
Mandala and the Advisory editor of this edition, which took place on 17th
December 1944 at the age of §4. Till the end of his life he very sincerely
performed his duties in both the capacities. He was a scholar of Sanskrit,
especially of Veda and Nirukta. Wken faced with difficulties in deciding
the text of Sdyana, we used to approach him, and by his profound learning
and ripe thinking, he could easily solve them. His love of learning and
sincerity of work were so keen that even in his last illness he discussed
certain readings in the 10th Mandala with full energy and readiness.
His plain living, high thinking, profound learning and strict adherence to
truth made him a modern Rsi. It was unfortunate that he could not be
spared to see this last volume of the Rgvedabhasya published.

We also regret to record the death of Vedamirti Govindabhatta
Phatak, Poona, the well known Ghanapathi of Maharastra, whose help was
obtained while printing the Vedic text of the previous volumes. In modern
times when traditional learning is fast disappearing andthe. .place of a
Ghanapathi Brahman is scarcely refilled, his death is keenly felt. e,

It is our first and pleasant duty m:ml{ﬁWiedgé the help we received
from Max Miiller’s edition of the Rgvedabhasya. The ample use made by
us of his edition including his Varietas lectionis has already become clear.
Having the outcethe of his labours by our side, it was easy for us to
go ahead in finding out a more correct and original text of the bhasya.
Good editions of Vedic and other texts which now have become available,
did not exist in his time. Vedic researches have advanced to a great extent
at the present day, which also have rendered help in editing tke blhasya.
This was not the case in his time. In such circumstances it was indeed
creditable to him to proceed with his self-imposed task slowly but steadily
and present the complete edition to the world of scholars. The lovers of
Vedic literature will ever remain grate{ful to him for his signal service to
the cause of learning.

~ On the occasion of the completion of the Rgveda text and Sayana-
bhasya, we have great pleasure to acknowledge the patronage and help
we received since the commencement of the work. We are grateful to all
our patrons—various Governments, Princes in Rajaputana, Central India,
Kathiawar, U. P., Bengal, Gujarat, Deccan and South India and also men of
wealth—whose help is chiefly responsible for the successful termination of
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the work. For an institution like ours which owes its maintenance to public
support, it was impossible to go ahead with the work unless generous help
was forthcoming. There have been times which served as a test of our
sincerity for the work, but fortunately they passed off by the grace
of the Supreme Being. The third volume was published by the end of 1941
when the war was in full swing. The editorial work of the present volume
was seriously commenced in 1943 when the difficult problem of the expenses
of printing had to be faced. The printing rates had gone very high, so
also the paper had become too dear, if ever it was available in market.
It was very difficult to obtain public sympathy in those hard days when even
ordinary life had become so difficult. Under these circumstances it was im-
possible to think of the publication of this volume. But, as if inspired by the
Vedapurusa, Chandrashekhar Govind Agashe, Esqr. B.A., LL.B., the Managing
Director of the Brhanmaharastra Sugar Syndicate, Ltd., Poona, came to
our help and kindly promised to undertake the financial responsibility of the
volume by bearing all expenses in connection with paper and printing. This
was really a great boon. We cannot adequately express our gratitude to
Mr. Agashe for his very timely, selfless and generous patronage. But for
his princely donation we cannot say when it would have been possible for
us to publish this volume. In these days when ancient learning is generally
regarded as dry bones of the past, souls like Mr. Agashe provide a ray of
hope for the revival of the sacred knowledge of the past and the unravelling
of truth hidden in obscurity. At his desire, this last volume of the Rgveda-
bhasya is dedicated at the feet of Sri Vedapurusa.

Thus relieved of anxiety, we set ourselves to work more energeti-
cally and finished the editorial work in early 1944. The next requirement
was paper which was not available in the market. The Government of
India had issued the Paper Control ( Economy) Order by which a publi-
sher had to obtain the necessary permission for purchasing the required
quantity of paper and also for printing. We are glad to note that on our
application, the Government immediately sanctioned the required quantity
of paper and also granted permission to print the volume. We are thank-
ful to the Government of India for their prompt and sympathetic action.
The Deccan Paper Mills Co. Ltd. Poona, who supplied us with the special
kind of paper for all the previous volumes, were approached for the same
kind of paper for the present volume also, and they kindly supplied us with
the required quantity in spite of certain inconveniences inevitable in war
time and also in spite of other tremendous demands. We record our thanks
to the Proprietors of the Mills for their timely response. The copy was sent
to press in the latter half of 1944. It was now the turn of the press to
labour under difficulties. Due to employment on war work the staff of the
press was reduced to a negligible quantity and it was indeed difficult even
to commence the printing. Partly due to the relief caused by the end of
war in 1945 and partly owing to the efforts of the manager of the press,
the difficulties were soon over _and the printing of the volume could be
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finished within a reasonable period. We are thankful to Mr. S. R. Sardesai,
B.A., LL.B., of the Samartha Bharat Press, Poona, who has made a name
for elaborate Sanskrit printing and has printed all the previous volumes
of this edition, for printing this volume neatly and in as short a period as
was possible under the circumstances.  Vedamirti Bhalachandra$astri
Karambelkar, Superintendent of the Vaidika Smarta Dharmasrama (Path$ala),
Poona, a disciple of the late Vedamiirti Govindabhatta Phatak, has helped
us in getting the Vedic text of this volume accurately printed, for which
we are thankful to him. We have also to thank Pandit Maheshwarshastri
Joshi of Poona for his help from time to time in matters pertaining to
technical points of grammar.

We must not fail to acknowledge the help received by us from the
various MSS. libraries, institutions and individuals who kindly lent us their
valuable MSS. of Sayanabhasya. We offer our hearty thanks to them. But
for their kind help the project itself would have been an impossibility.
In respect of borrowing MSS., we have to thank the authorities of the Bhan-
darkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona, especially Mr. P. K. Gode, M.A.,
the energetic Curator of its MSS. Department, for the kind and ready
help in procuring MSS. from distant parts of the country. Similarly we
record our thanks to those scholars who have rendered their valuable help
with regard to the editing not only of this volume, but of the whole work.
We are also thankful to the editors of the various Oriental Journals who
encouraged us in our undertaking by publishing appreciative reviews of
>ur volumes.

We hope this volume will meet with the approval of scholar..

Vaidika Sams$odhana Mandala, Poona, } N. S. SONTAKKE

Varsa-pratipada, Sae 1565, C. G. KASHIKAR
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